April 18, 2023

The Honorable Michael McCaul The Honorable Gregory Meeks
Chairman Ranking Member

House Foreign Affairs Committee House Foreign Affairs Committee
2120 Rayburn House Office Building 2170 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman McCaul and Ranking Member Meeks:

On May 27, 2022, Russia was found to be in violation of the 1948 Genocide Convention in
an independent legal analysis conducted by the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights
and the New Lines Institute. We write to ask you to ensure that Congress acts to recognize
the invasion as a genocide before we reach the one-year mark of this finding.

The Ukrainian nation is fighting for its right to exist. We are thankful for the support the
United States has provided Ukraine, and we are grateful for your leadership in that
process. We urge you to support and pass out of Committee H.Res. 154, which recognizes
Russia’s actions in Ukraine as genocide. Although we appreciate that executive-branch
processes are also common for such determinations, the Kremlin’s genocidal intent and
actions are so clear and so evident that a congressional declaration is not only advisable,
but absolutely necessary in the spirit of preventing further atrocities.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine unambiguously meets the definition of the term genocide, as
defined by the Genocide Convention and reflected in U.S. law (18 U.S.C. § 1091). According
to that definition, genocide occurs when any one or more of the following acts are committed
with “intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group as
such”:

(a) Killing members of the group;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its

physical destruction in whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; or

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Russian officials have conducted an incitement campaign and adhered to a policy of
attempting to not just conquer Ukraine, but to eliminate Ukrainians as a separate national
group. This is all too apparent through the coordinated campaign of eliminationist rhetoric
disseminated by state-run media, military campaigns that intentionally target civilian
areas and life-sustaining infrastructure, and military occupation regimes that seek to
arrest, deport, and destroy members of the Ukrainian nationality.

Russia’s rhetoric categorically paints Ukrainians who view themselves as a distinct
national group as “Nazis.” This rhetoric frames the existence of Ukrainians as a threat to
Russia, directly implying that destroying Ukrainians is needed to win a civilizational
struggle. Putin has let other officials and state propagandists clarify what the goal of
“denazification” means. Russian Security Council Deputy Chairman Dmitry Medvedev has
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stated openly, “I hate them. They are bastards and degenerates... I will do everything to
make them disappear.” Timofei Sergeitsev wrote in the tightly Kremlin-controlled outlet
RIA Novosti that “a significant part of the masses” will need to be subjected to

“reeducation,” “ideological repression,” and “forced labor,” — or at least “those who will not
be subject to the death penalty or imprisonment.”

In addition to indiscriminately shelling Ukrainian civilians during the course of military
operations, the Russian military has carried out executions of Ukrainian civilians, tortured
them, forcibly deported them, and deliberately targeted them in missile and artillery
attacks. The devastating images from Bucha, Irpin, Mariupol, and Izium are not isolated
incidents; they are emblematic of systematic, widespread atrocities perpetrated by Russian
occupants. Some of the perpetrators have been publicly awarded by the Kremlin for such
crimes. A disturbing and systematic pattern of sexual violence has emerged, with
intercepted audio recordings revealing Russian soldiers bragging about raping Ukrainians.

On March 17 of this year, the International Criminal Court issued warrants of arrest for
President Putin and Russian children’s rights ombudswoman Maria Lvova-Belova “for the
war crime of unlawful deportation of” children from occupied areas of Ukraine to Russia.
Thousands of Ukrainian children are estimated to have been forcibly adopted into ethnic
Russian families and compelled to assimilate, a crime that by itself violates Article II(e) of
the Genocide Convention. Russian government officials have notoriously spoken about the
need to indoctrinate Ukrainian children. Livova-Belova bragged that after a group of
children were forcibly deported to the Moscow region, their love for Ukraine had been
“transformed into a love for Russia.” Ukrainian schoolchildren who remain in occupied
territories are pressured to reject their own national identity, studying under an imposed
school curriculum that denies Ukraine’s distinct history and nationhood.

Russia’s policies in Ukraine undoubtedly point to genocidal intent and genocidal acts.
H.Res. 154 reaffirms America’s commitment to our fundamental principles, underscoring
the seriousness of Russia’s crimes. In 2018, a broad bipartisan coalition in Congress found
that genocide and similar crimes “threaten national and international security” (Pub. L.
115-441). If we do not recognize this invasion for what it is, we not only fail the Ukrainian
people, but we neglect our security interests and our foundational values. We urge the
Committees to pass these important resolutions.

The United States must recognize and help end genocide, and not just memorialize it after
the ruination and devastation of a nation.

Respectfully,
Dora Chomiak
CEO, Razom for Ukraine

Gregory Stanton
Founding President, Genocide Watch

Eugene Finkel
Associate Professor of International Affairs, Johns Hopkins University
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Timothy Snyder
Levin Professor of History, Yale University

Yonah Diamond
International Human Rights Lawyer, Raoul Wallenberg Centre Human Rights

Erin Farrell Rosenberg
Visiting Scholar and Adjunct Professor, Urban Morgan Institute for Human Rights,
University of Cincinnati College of Law

John Packer
Associate Professor and Director Human Rights Research and Education Centre, Faculty of
Law, University of Ottawa

Deborah Dwork
Director, Center for the Study of the Holocaust, Genocide, and Crimes Against Humanity,
City University of New York

Elisa von Joeden-Forgey
Endowed Chair in Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Keene State College

Jason Blazakis
Professor of Practice, Middlebury Institute of International Studies

Borys Gudziak
Metropolitan Archbishop, Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in the United States

Stephanie Wright
Program Associate, Auschwitz Institute for the Prevention of Genocide and Mass Atrocities

Naupess Kibiswa
President, African Center for Peace, Democracy, and Human Rights, and Professor, Catholic
University of Congo and Catholic University of Bukavu

Ernesto Verdeja
Associate Professor of Political Science and Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame

David J. Kramer
Executive Director, George W. Bush Institute

Irene Victoria Massimino
Co-founder and Co-president, Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention

Alex Keisch
Vice President, Emek Sholom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery

Serhii Plokhii
Professor, Harvard University



Alex Hinton
Distinguished Professor of Anthropology, Rutgers University

Julia M. White
Associate Professor, Syracuse University

Natalie Sabanadze
Cyrus Vance Visiting Professor in International Relations, Mount Holyoke College

JoAnn DiGeorgio-Lutz
Professor, Texas A&M University at Galveston

Kristina Hook
Assistant Professor of Conflict Management, Kennesaw State University

Natalie Pawlenko
President, Ukrainian National Women’s League of America

Emily Channell-Justice
Director, Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute

Zaher Sahloul
President, MedGlobal, and President, Syria Faith Initiative

Vadim Atnashev
Fulbright Visiting Scholar, Clark University

Emily Prey
Director, New Lines Institute

Olakunle Folami
Assistant Professor, Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba-Akoko, Ondo State, Nigeria

Erica Marat
Professor

Y Bhim Nie
Activist, Dega people; International Association of Genocide Scholars

Stacey M. Mitchell
Associate Professor of Political Science, Georgia State University's Perimeter College

Olga Lautman
Senior Fellow, Center for European Policy Analysis

Olga Skrypnyk
Chair of the Board, Crimean Human Rights Group



Elissa Bemporad
Professor of History, City University of New York

Stevan Bozanich
Lecturer, History Department, University of Lethbridge; International Association of
Genocide Scholars

Tetiana Boriak
Associate Professor of History, Vilnius University

Zhanna Charniauskaya
Founder, Belarus Freedom Forum

David Shirk
Professor, Department of Political Science & International Relations, University of San
Diego

Amelia Glaser
Professor of Literature, Chair in Judaic Studies, University of California, San Diego

Karl Altau
Managing Director, Joint Baltic American National Committee

Qutaiba Idlbi
Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Syria Project Manager, Atlantic Council

Nadiya Shaporynska
President, U.S. Ukrainian Activists

Alexander Kuzma
Chief Development Officer, Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation

Marta Farion
President, Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America

Ludmilla Huntsman
Founding Director, Cognitive Security Alliance

Alexander Motyl
Professor, Rutgers University-Newark

Markian Silecky
Chairman of the Board, Ukrainian World Foundation USA

Robert Romanchuk
Pribic Family Associate Professor of Slavic, Florida State University

Tetiana Zhukova
International Advocacy Officer, Human Rights Centre ZMINA

— 5



