
January 9, 2024

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Senate Minority Leader
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Senate Majority Leader
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
House Minority Leader
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson, Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, and Minority
Leader Jeffries:

On behalf of the majority of American voters who support continued military aid to Ukraine,
including more than one million Ukrainian-Americans, we write to urge all members of the
House of Representatives and Senate to support a bipartisan agreement to approve crucial aid for
Ukraine.

Soon after members of Congress left Washington to celebrate the holidays, Ukrainian civilians
suffered the worst Russian bombardments since the beginning of Putin’s February 2022
escalation of his war against Ukraine. In the span of just five days during which the world
celebrated the New Year, Russia fired more than five hundred missiles and drones throughout all
regions of Ukraine.1 Almost 90 percent were intercepted thanks to air defenses provided by the
United States and partners.2 Those missiles not stopped destroyed a maternity hospital, schools,
and apartments, killing 45 people and injuring more than 300.3

Since August 2023, Congress has delayed or blocked Ukraine aid. Without new funding, the
final substantial package of military aid to Ukraine was delivered in December 2023.

This profound political failure by the U.S. to aid a vital partner is having a significant impact on
Ukraine’s ability to defend itself, therefore, by extension, defend Europe and America. Ukrainian
troops are forced to ration their ammunition on the frontlines.4 Russia’s barrages of missile
strikes purposefully deplete Western-provided air defense systems. Understanding that there is

4 Jim Sciutto, “Western officials warn Ukraine is ‘certain to fail’ against Russia if US doesn’t provide more aid,”
CNN, https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/15/politics/ukraine-us-aid-western-officials-warning/index.html

3 “Death Toll Rises To 30 In Russia's Deadliest Attack On Kyiv,” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, January 3, 2024,
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-belgorod-drones-attack/32758135.html

2 “Ukraine's mobile air defences have ammo for 'few more attacks': commander,” France24, January 4, 2024,
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240104-ukraine-s-mobile-air-defences-have-ammo-for-few-more-attacks
-commander

1 Arpen Rai, “Russia has fired 500 missiles and drones at Ukraine in just five days, Zelensky tells Sunak,” The
Independent, January 3, 2024,
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/russia-ukraine-attack-missiles-zelensky-sunak-b2472465.html
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little hope for resupply without swift Congressional action, Russia frenetically stepped up its
efforts, hoping to inflict maximum damage on our partner that we are leaving defenseless.
Without ammunition for air defense, more civilians will be killed in hospitals and apartments that
are purposefully being targeted, and valuable American systems will be destroyed—these would
be devastating and preventable losses.

Failure to provide Ukraine with immediate support will be a catastrophic blow to Ukrainian and
American security. Putin’s intentions are clear: destabilize the United States, Europe, and global
politics, so that a weakened Russia can rise from among the havoc.

Allowing Putin this victory would have catastrophic consequences for generations, and the
responsibility would lie with each member of this Congress.

We understand the difficulty of the current negotiations, but there is too much at stake to leave
Ukraine in the cold. After all, when it comes to changes to America’s immigration and border
policy, there will be opportunities to improve upon whatever provisions are agreed to. But letting
Russia prevail in Ukraine would be an irreversible loss.

If Congress fails now, future generations will blame both parties for abandoning Ukraine. We are
fighting against the clock as Putin consolidates his forces to follow through on his initial
plan—conquer Ukraine, kill Ukraine’s democratically elected leaders, eradicate Ukraine’s
culture, subjugate its people, and move on to do the same to our NATO allies.

Tens of millions of American voters are either direct immigrants or descendants of those who
fled Moscow’s murderous regimes in the past century. Please listen to the pleas of those who
understand the stakes if Ukraine is not aided. Aid to Ukraine is both a national security and
moral imperative.

Respectfully,

Karl Altau, Maryland
Managing Director, Joint Baltic American National Committee

Ludmila Anastazievsky, Minnesota
Chair, Minnesota Ukrainian American Advocacy Committee

Jeana Anderson, Wisconsin
Executive Director, Germanic-American Institute



Martiņš Andersons, California
President, American Latvian Association

John Andrews, Rhode Island
President, Jamestown Ukraine Relief Project

Dace Aperans, New York
Chairperson, Latvian Cultural Association TILTS

Lana Y. Babij, Connecticut
Acting Chair, Connecticut Holodomor Awareness Committee

Oksana Barchuk, District of Columbia
Vice President for External and Internal Affairs, Ukraine Focus

Mai-Liis Bartling, California
President, Estonian American National Council

Gretchen Barton, Pennsylvania
Founder, Worthy Strategy Group

Anya Baryshok, Utah
President, Utah Ukrainian Association

Maryna Baydyuk, Virginia
President, United Help Ukraine

Nick Bilogorskiy, California
Co-Chairman, Nova Ukraine

Orysia Bobcek, Minnesota
President, St Michael’s and St George’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church

David Bonior, Michigan
Former House Majority Whip (1991-1995), Former House Minority Whip (1995-2002)

Olenka Bravo, Texas
President, Ukrainian Homestead Project



Lida Buniak, New York
Syracuse Chapter President, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

Peter Burgelis, Wisconsin
District 15 Supervisor, Milwaukee County Board

Ellen Casey, New Jersey
Leadership Council Member, Women’s Foreign Policy Group

Dora Chomiak, New York
CEO, Razom for Ukraine

Linda Cukurs, Illinois
President, Chicago Latvian Association

Olena Danylyuk, Michigan
Vice Chair, Ukrainian American Civic Committee of Metropolitan Detroit

Orest Deychakiwsky, West Virginia
Co-Chair, Transatlantic Task Force for Ukraine

Mark Dillon, Minnesota
Chair, Board of Directors, Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International

Maria Doan, Minnesota
Coalition Building Leader, Stand with Ukraine MN

Uriel Epshtein, Virginia
CEO, Renew Democracy Initiative

Andrew Fylypovych, Pennsylvania
Director, External Affairs, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

Brian Gannon, Montana
President, Ukraine America Initiative

Līga Gonzalez, Michigan
Chairman of the Board, Lavian Association of Grand Rapids



Nadia Haywas, California
President, House of Ukraine

Victor Herlinsky Jr., New Jersey
Partner, Sills Cummis & Gross

Olena Jacobs, Texas
Treasurer, Ukrainian Cultural Club of Dallas

Natalie Jaresko, Virginia
Distinguished Nonresident Fellow, Atlantic Council
Former Minister of Finance of Ukraine (2014-2016)

Irene Jarosewich, New Jersey
UN Representative (DGC/CSU), World Federation of Ukrainian Women's Organizations

Liga Jekabson, Michigan
President, Latvia Association of Detroit

Maryna Kapustina, North Carolina
President, Ukrainian Association of North Carolina

Lyubov Kaspruk, New Jersey
President of Branch #65, Ukrainian National Women’s League of America

Nadiia Khomaziuk, Virginia
Director of Communications, US-Ukraine Business Council

Mykola Konrad, Massachusetts
Boston Chapter CEO, Plast - Ukrainian Scouting Organization

Olena Korotych, Tennessee
President, KoloHUB

Aleksandr Krapivkin, New York
North American Community Manager, Klych

Alexander B. Kuzma, Connecticut
Chief Development Officer, Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation



Ivanna Lapkouski, Connecticut
President, Blue Sky Ukraine

Hayden Laye, South Carolina
Founder, South Carolina Stands With Ukraine

Darya Ledesma, Texas
President, AHEAD Ukraine

Mark B. Levin, Maryland
CEO, National Coalition for Supporting Eurasian Jewry

Taras R. Lonchyna, New Jersey
Very Rev. Archpriest, St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church

Marta Lopatynsky, MD, New Jersey
President, Ukrainian Medical Association of North America

Boris Lushniak, MD, MPH, Maryland
Dean and Professor, University of Maryland School of Public Health

Edward Ma, Texas
Founder and President, Ed’s Friends Ukraine

Dr. Victoria Malko, California
Board Member, Southern California Holodomor Genocide Committee

Iryna Petrovksa Marchiano, Texas
Co-Founder and Board Member, HTX4UKRAINE

Igor L. Markov, California
Director, Nova Ukraine

Marshall Mayer, New York
Founder and President, Ukraine Aid International, Inc.

Conrad Mazeika, California
President, Baltic American Freedom League



Paul McAllister, North Carolina
President, Global Leaders in Unity and Evolvement

Nadia McConnell, Virginia
President, U.S.-Ukraine Foundation

Veronika Metonidze, Virginia
President, Georgian Association in the United States

Alexander Motyl, New York
Professor, Rutgers University-Newark

Rafi Nagli, Florida
President, Florida for Ukraine

Katerina Nalywajko, New York
President, Ukrainian Institute of America

Oli Nevinska, Arizona
Co-Founder, Cactus and Tryzub Arizona

Andrew Nynka, Massachusetts
Editor-in-Chief, The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda

Baiba Olinger, Minnesota
Chairperson, Latvian Organization Association of Minnesota

Yaromyr Oryshkevych, Maryland
Commander, Post 26, Ukrainian-American Veterans

Lara Palafox, Hawaii
Organizer and Co-Founder, Hawaii Stands With Ukraine

Chrystyna Panycia, New Jersey
President, UNWLA Branch 134

Olga Parks, New Jersey
President, Blue and Yellow



Natalie Pawlenko, New Jersey
President, Ukrainian National Women’s League

Vsevolod Petriv, Massachusetts
President, Ukrainian Educational Center of Boston

Andrew Piddoubny, New York
President, Ukrainian American Bar Association

Volodymyr Ploskanych, Texas
President, Ukrainian Club Texas A&M

Murphy Poindexter, District of Columbia
Co-Founder, BlueCheck Ukraine

Emily Prey, New York
Director, New Lines Institute

Ausra Tallat-Kelpsa Di Raimondo, Illinois
Board President, Blue/Yellow USA

Ivanka Roberts, Massachusetts
President, Ukrainian Cultural Center of New England

Bohdana Robocha, Texas
Director, Ukrainian School of Houston

Mira Rubin, California
CEO, Shield of Freedom

Victor Rud, New Jersey
Chair, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Ukrainian American Bar Association

Emily Rutkowski, Michigan
Outreach Chair, Ukrainian-American Crisis Response Committee of Michigan

Mykyta Safronenko, Texas
Senior Vice President, Ukrainian American Coordinating Council



Liev Schreiber, New York
Co-Founder, Bluecheck Ukraine

Onile Sestokas, MD, Pennsylvania
Chairperson, Lithuanian Americans and Allies for Democracy

Nadiya Shaporynska, Virginia
President, US Ukrainian Activists, Inc.

Ivan Shkumbatyuk, Minnesota
Pastor, Saint Constantine Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church

V.Rev. Peter Siwko, Minnesota
Pastor, St. Katherine Ukrainian Orthodox Church

Wasyl Szeremeta, MD MBA, Texas
President, Ukrainian American Cultural Club of Houston

Marianna E. Tretiak, Pennsylvania
President, Board of Directors, American Coalition for Ukraine

Juliana Villacorta, Texas
President Houston Branch, Ukrainian National Women’s League of America

Jeffrey Wills, Wisconsin
Former Vice-Rector, Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv

Marianna Zajac, New York
Honorary President, Ukrainian National Women’s League of America


